May 2012

In your Trust please supply the number of patients currently being treated with
biologics for the following conditions, split by named biologic;
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rheumatoid Arthritis
Ankylosing Spondylitis [if split by individual Arthropathy is not possible,
please state total for Spondylarthropathies]
Psoriatic Arthritis
Psoriasis
Crohn's disease
Ulcerative Colitis

Total Patients and where possible split by Biologic;

TOTAL
Rheumatoid
Arthritis
Ankylosing
Spondylitis
Psoriatic
Arthritis
Psoriasis
Crohn's disease
Ulcerative
Colitis

Others

Ustekinuma
b

Infliximab

Golimumab

Etanercept

Certolizuma
b

Anakinra

Adalimuma
b

Abatacept

TOTAL

If possible, please supply the data using the following table;
Number of
patients
currently being
treated

Tocilizumab

Abatacept [Orencia]
Adalimumab [Humira]
Anakinra [Kineret]
Certolizumab [Cimzia]
Etanercept [Enbrel]
Golimumab [Simponi]
Infliximab [Remicade]
Rituximab [Mabthera]
Tocilizumab [Ro Actemra]
Ustekinumab [Stelara]
Others

Rituximab

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I can confirm that the Trust may hold (as defined in the Act) the information you
requested in respect of the number of patients for whom particular drugs were
dispensed, but this information is not readily retrievable.
We have an electronic prescribing system, but it records drug usage, rather than
the number of specific patients each drug was dispensed to. Therefore, it would
require manual access to patients’ records for us to be able to respond with the
specific data requested.
We estimate that it would take more than 18 hours to locate, retrieve and extract
all the information you have requested. The associated cost would therefore
exceed the £450 fee limit for NHS trusts based on one person spending 2½
working days at a rate of £25 per hour determining whether the Trust holds the
information sought and then locating, retrieving and extracting that information as
set out under Freedom of Information & Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and
Fees) Regulations 2007.
In the circumstances, having regard to section 12 of the Freedom of Information
Act, and taking account of the associated costs of dealing further with your
request, the Trust is not obliged to respond. We are sorry that on this occasion
we will not be responding to your request more fully, but hope you find the data
we can provide useful.

